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ESTIMATES - INDI/N HF \LTH SERVICES INCLUDING ECKIMUC

On November 1, 1945, by P, C. €495, responsihi'i+y for
the medical care of Indisns and Eskimos v s trincforred rom
the Depertment of Mines and Resources to the Departmrnt of
National Heslth and Welfare. The 1373 census shoved 114,373
Iﬁdians, while the 1944 census showed & totsl of 1£5,f2¢, :n
annuezl incresse of 14€l.

Increases in Estimztes for 134C-47 sre ccused hvi
1. Increazsed hospitel costs with conseguent reice in rites,

e.g. In Seskatchewan rutes in osrovineiwl sznatori: :re in-
creesing by 46¢ a day for the coming yeer., ilmoct every
hospital where Indians are wdmitted is demanding increcces
in rates of 50¢ to $1.50.

2, The opening of three hosnitals tuken over from the :rmed
services at Miller Bay, Edmonton, and the Pas, Mzn., nrovide
urgently needed faciliwies for the treatment of more t-on
400 Indians that were previously neglected end suffering,
Increzsed costs involve salaries, sun-lies, trevelling
expenses, freight znd equipment.

e .Former estimates for this service did not provide for
medicel czre of the Eskimos. «n increzsed service i:
planned and mzy cost up to ¢£30,000. This orogrem vi11
Include two or three mediczl parties, vhere formerly only
one medicezl party trevelled into the arctic vi: tre
"Nascopie™,

4, Normal increzses - there sre ztout 1500 mor- Incdiine é;ch
year to care for,

5. Construction

(a) Bospital at Moose Fectory - There is a desparate need

i
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for zdecuate hospitrl frcilities for the 5.000 Indi:ne :nA
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Trom ¢t least eight Town Councils :nd Boards of Trede in
Northern Ontcris asking for & rayel ¢ mmiscion to invec*is te
the alleged neglect of these people,

Tre only fecilities in the ares: are two smzll :nd tot 1ly
inedecuate mission hospitals situated one ot Mooconee :nd
dne et Moose Fectory and also totally insde nzte narcing
homes &t Fort George and ilbany. =« 11l time szl:zriec
medical officer is employed ct Moose Fuctory znd he :1l:o
acts zs Indian igent. It is necessezry to send zny c:sec re-
gulring surgery at least as fer as Cochrine, some 70 miles
eway, znd 1f tkhe surgery is extensive, they often + ve to
re Sent to Timmins or Toronto.

The dezth rote from tubercilosis in these bunde 1s ot
least 30 times &s high &s the rite f5r the rest of the
pfovinces. The ~cting Superintendent of Medic:l S-rvices
mede & survey of this cre® over ¢ ye:r ugo :nd the imme i:te
construction of adequate hos»itul feicilities ¢t Moocse Fietore
is recommended in the strongest possitle terms. The .~ount
included in the estimates for this yecr 1is $£50,000 znd vill
ellow & start on construction during the winter sesson of
194€-47, It is hoped thct &ll meteriuls c:in be purchesed
end trensported from the reilheuzd over th- ice to tre Isl-nd
vhere 1t 1s recommended th:t the »ospit:1 be built, «vd thus
m: tericlly reduce costs, It is helieved the cost 2f t tot-1
project for & 150 bed hos itul. will be in the neigh'orhaod
of $750,000 end that by sterting s ecrly os dossiile it ¢111
be 1948 “efore it is.comgleted ) ‘

(h) fort ynu'sscelle - Nurses! Home - ; 50 bed wddition to the

hospital &nd necessary power house, The Lenartment oncr: tes

£ hosaitzl st this noint which hrie dane cnlanAdd wanl o e
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to the totally inadequate acc.mmodcotion for nurses, it h:os
not been possible to keep a stueff at thic -~oint. Ihe
hosnitel originally buillt to accommod:ite 52 nztients o
now over 30 and a long vwalting list.

Cocusleetza Indiasn Hos»oitsl, Szrdis,®,C,

The depcrtment operates & 130 hed scnhatorium for tuereal ieis.
Bvery bed is filled #nd it hes & long vediting 1ist, T are is
no azdequete accommod:tlion for nurses. T-e hos-it:l wos mrde
by converting & resldentisl school, «nd « building some
distence from the grounds has been rented z: z nurces'! home.
The department has been ordered to evicuate and has only treen
able to stzy through the intervention of the Rentpel Control
Boerd, The project here is to build & nurses! home, ¢ ‘ower
house, laundry, &nd a children's pavilion. The present child-
ren's pavilion is & recon{erted hen houce, This sroject 1is
extremely urgent, ‘

Nursing Stztions.

Fort George. It 1s plsnned to erec* & Nursing Station ¢t
this removve point on James Bey cnd to station ¢ deszrtmontel
nurse there. There is & totel Indien vopulaticn of €75, Thre
building plinned will hzve cmcrgency cccommodiotion for five
or six edults and three children. rutients re:uiring med£Crl
treatrent &nd prolonged hos:-italizetion will be moved t: tre

new hospitel zt Moose Factory.

'Similar institutions zre plaznned for Eskesoni on Cune [reton

Island, Bersimis on the north shore of the St. Luvrence Ri-er,
and et St, Regis, wue.,, to serve Indidns there ¢nd on nearhy
islends in the St, Lawrence River,

At ell these points we hove & total absence of medicecl «nd
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Generelt All of the above projeets hive been rec.mmended
to depirtment by the idvisory Committee on the Preve-tion
and Control of Tuberculosis emong Indizns, bhv Order in
Council P,C, 611, dated January 20, 1945,

Attached are tahles showing the ten lesding c:tuses
of death for Indians end similer tobles for the totel
population of Canada, 1343, the lust y%ur for vhich comnlete
figures are aveailable.

It will re noted that chest inflections, including
tuherculosis are the three lewzding ccuses of dewth in Inci:ns,
with infent mortelity coming fourth. «11 these cincez :re
much farther down the scale In the general -o-wul:ction, TIrey
are, in lzrge measure, preventable.

Comnarctive T,B, rctess

Indians 757.%2 hhite 52,2

Comperative Infant Mortality retes:

Indians 15Z.8 Yhite 5€.4

There arc over 1,000 Indizn Funds end mediczl services
to them verles from a fairly complete scrvice in the -ore
settled districts, to en almost complete leck of :nv, other
then the most emergent service, in rcmote erees.

There 1s &t least a supply of medicines «nd suovlies
availeble to every Indien Band, with someone resoonsille +5
ﬁhe depertment, in chcrge of it. In some instinces the only
medicel sttention is the annuzl visit of the loctor :t
Tresty time, but when an epidemic strikes or an emerg ncy
exists, every effort is made to send%:ssist:nce.

Improvement of the Indian znd Eskimo Meciczl Service,

This 1is dependeat srimarily on constr:cticn :nd






